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Pre-lunch meeting with Ambassador Harriman, Sept. 17, 1968 


The President went over our Vietnam negotiating position with Ambassador 
Harriman at a meeting in his office which began at 12:22 p. m. Amb. Harriman 
reported his sense of the conversations they had been having in private with 
the North Vietnamese delegation. He noted, among other things, that-it was 
a wholly different matter to deal with Le Due Tho than with Xuan Thuy. 

Xuan Thuy operated directly from the language of his instructions rather 
rigidly. Le Due Tho, on the other hand, operated with greater confidence. 

His language was more moderate and direct. Amb. Harriman observed that 
it was all the difference between talking over a matter with the President 
or a colonel. 

In response to a question from the President, Amb. Harriman said that 
he felt, on balance, that the North Vietnamese delegation was M serious M about 
making progress. The President then laid down his position, using precisely 
the language which had been communicated to Dobrynin and the Soviet leaders 
on the previous day, September 16. The President said: 

,! . . . the simple fact is that the President could not maintain a cessation 
of the bombing of North Vietnam unless it were very promptly evident 
to him, to the American people, and to our allies, that such an action 
was, indeed, a step toward peace. A cessation of bombing which would 
be followed by abuses of the DMZ, Viet Cong and North Vietnamese 
attacks on cities or such populated areasa»provincial capitals, or a 
refusal of the authorities in Hanoi to enter promptly into serious 
political discussions which included the elected government of the 
Republic of Vietnam, could simply not be sustained. M 

The President indicated -- and Harriman agreed -- that the participation 
of the GVN was the most important of the conditions; but that all three had 
to be satisfied. 

Since it was agreed between the President and Harriman that it was 
unlikely that we could get a formal commitment on the DMZ and the cities 
from Hanoi, the whole government had to be together in backing a bombing 
resumption if the two "understandings n about the DMZ and the cities were 
violated. 

As Amb. Harriman was leaving, the President said: I shall count on you, 
Averell, to lead the Party and the Government in demanding a resumption of 
bombing if they violate these understandings. 

Amb. Harriman said he would recommend a bombing resu 
enthusiasm under those circumstances. 








